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VISION STATEMENT 
Norwood Township 2026 

 
Think of how you would want Norwood Township to look, feel, and function 20 years into 
the future, as though this had already been accomplished.  Is this what you hoped this 
place would become? 
 
After 20 years, Norwood Township continues to be blessed with a clean, natural 
environment, tranquility, and a pace of life that is reminiscent of an earlier era.  People of 
the township appreciate these special qualities as well as the advantage of living in a 
small township among caring and trusted neighbors.  This way of life has been supported 
by shaping development through incentives and cautious restraint and by efforts of the 
residents who contribute and participate in their community and township governance.   
 
Citizens continue to work together in order to protect the natural resources and natural 
areas of the township, including forest, land, air and water; encourage viable agriculture 
and the maintenance of open spaces; protect the integrity and character of Norwood 
village and its public buildings; protect unobstructed scenic views and greenways that 
remind us of our special relationship to the landscape, our cultural past, and the natural 
landscape that make this township a special home.   
 
The attainment of these general goals required a conservative approach to growth and 
incentives and assistance to protect existing features.  For example, the unique character 
of Norwood village was preserved as a result of the actions of property owners, in 
remodeling, rebuilding, and new construction.  The streets in the village are lined with 
trees, maintained by an aggressive tree maintenance program.  The streets have not 
increased in width, keeping it walkable and pleasant.  The quaint village setting never 
fails to excite positive comments from visitors.   
 
As opportunities for new housing have occurred, opens space has been maintained and 
scenic views preserved through the promotion of clustering and of multiple land uses.  
Likewise, fragile areas have remained undeveloped or were purchased using grant and 
conservancy funding.  Development has been gradual and well planned, preserving the 
uniqueness of the township. 
 
The Township park, which was developed to blend with the historic character of the 
village, continues to be maintained as an attraction for both visitors and residents.  
 
The Township’s public facilities have been improved and expanded with a larger meeting 
hall and a community recreational venue.  Collectively they continue to blend with the 
character of the township and to be maintained as attractions for both visitors and 
residents. 
  
The process of identifying and protecting scenic views continues along with programs to 
protect greenways along roads within the township. 
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The scenic nature of the US-31 corridor with its views of open space, forest, and Lake 
Michigan was protected with a sign ordinance along with setback, access management,  
and screening  The character of the township caused commercial developments to be 
confined to specific locations comprised of small retail and service operations. 
 
Farming, although not a dominant use, is an important activity in the community.  In fact, 
there are more farms due to a better economy for specialized small farm production.  
Many people work from their homes via wireless communication or travel to surrounding 
communities for employment. 
 
Norwood Township thrives as a wonderful place to live.   
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SECTION I – PURPOSE AND AUTHORITY TO PLAN 
  

Norwood Township is authorized to prepare a Master Plan pursuant to Township 
Planning Act 168 of 1959, as amended.  This statute enables the Township to prepare a 
plan for the purpose of promoting the public health, safety, and general welfare; 
encouraging the use of resources in accordance with their character and adaptability; 
avoiding the overcrowding of land from people and buildings; lessening congestion on 
public roads and streets; facilitating systems of transportation, sewage disposal, water 
supply, recreation, and other public improvements; and considering the character and 
suitability of the Township for uses judged in terms of such factors as the trend in land 
and population development. 
 
The Master Plan is a statement of public policy based on a vision of the future as 
embodied in the Township Guiding Principles.  These are a statement of how the 
Township wants to look and function in the future.  The Land Use Plan consists of 
guiding principles, policies, and character descriptions, the vehicles by which the vision 
will be attained.   
 
To remain viable, the plan must be flexible and dynamic, not static.  It must be able to 
respond to change as well as guide it.  It will need to be evaluated and amended 
periodically (must be reviewed at least every five years) to keep it fresh and current, but 
each change must be evaluated on its merits (i.e., whether it enhances or detracts from the 
Township’s vision).   
 
The Planning Commission is charged with interpreting, evaluating, amending, and 
keeping the Plan current.  If it becomes stale and outdated, or is ignored, it will not 
further the vision of the Township.  If it is used only when convenient, it will not 
withstand the challenges of law, which demands consistency in its application.  It is 
important to note that plans do not implement themselves—it is actually the public, 
landowners, developers, and investors that implement the plan. 
 
Finally, all public decisions relating to land use, transportation, and major capital 
improvements that can be interpreted to influence the vision must first be reviewed and 
acted upon by the Planning Commission.  While the Township Board can take action 
contrary to the Planning Commission’s recommendations, the Commission has the 
authority, according to state law, to evaluate such proposals regarding their consistency 
with the Master Plan.  This gives the Commission the important responsibility of making 
sure that the Master Plan is current and generally consistent with what the public and 
decision makers want the Township to become in the future. 

 


